How can golf courses themselves address and improve the pace
of play for all golfers?

To address and improve the pace of play for all golfers, golf courses can take specific
actions to manage player flow, enhance efficiency, and enforce etiquette. The following
steps are effective:

1. **Spread Out Tee Times**: Courses should space out tee times appropriately to prevent
bottlenecks. Overcrowding often leads to delays, especially during peak hours .

2. **Enforce Pace of Play with Marshals**: Employ course marshals to monitor the pace of
play throughout the course. Marshals can politely encourage slower groups to speed up or
allow faster groups to play through when necessary .

3. **Introduce and Promote "Ready Golf"**: Courses can encourage "ready golf," where
players hit when prepared rather than strictly following the farthest-out rule. This can
reduce waiting times significantly .

4. **Create Clear Course Navigation**: Better signage, maps, and GPS systems can reduce
delays caused by players being unfamiliar with the course layout or searching for their way .

5. **Use Technology to Enhance Play**: Technological solutions like pace tracking apps
and digital reminders can help golfers stay on pace. Some courses utilize apps that notify
staff when groups fall behind .

6. **Install Course-Specific Policies for Beginners**: Encourage beginners to play during
non-peak times or use shorter formats like nine-hole rounds until they become more
comfortable with the game .



7. **Incorporate Real-Time Feedback Systems**: Courses can use real-time pacing boards
or display average play times for different holes to keep golfers aware of their expected
pace.

8. **Educate Golfers**: Offer educational materials or brief pre-round reminders about
effective pace-of-play habits, such as limiting practice swings or tracking ball locations
efficiently .

By implementing these strategies, golf courses can optimize the playing experience and
ensure a smoother, faster pace for all golfers.



